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FOWLER'S CITY-STATE OF THE GREEKS AND ROMANS.

The City-state of the Greeks and Romans.
A Survey Introductory to the Study of
Ancient History, by W. WAEDE FOWLER,
M.A., Fellow and Sub-Rector of Lincoln
College, Oxford. London, Macmillan
and Co., and New York. 1893. 5s.

THIS little book is excellent both in design
and in execution, and it supplies a want which
has been much felt by those engaged in
teaching ancient history. To appreciate it
properly, it is necessary to judge it as an
educational work. It would be unfair to
compare it with the book with which com-
parison is most natural, for as the author
himself modestly says there is nothing new
in i t ; but if it has neither the brilliancy
nor the originality of Fustel de Coulanges'
monograph, it is both wider in scope and
more accurate in details. As an introduction
to ancient history it will be most useful, it
puts in a clear and interesting form the
general characteristics of ancient political
life, and gives just that explanation of the
peculiarities of ancient constitutions, the
absence of which often makes history so
meaningless.

In his exposition Mr. Fowler does not
originate any new theories, nor is he the
adherent of any particular school; his ex-
planations are however always bright,
vigorous and clear, and generally accurate.
In a few points however the work is open
to some improvement. I cannot help
thinking that the attention of the reader
is not sufficiently directed to a recognition
of the great number and variety of the
Greek cities; e.g. in the chapter on the
aristocracies, much fuller illustration might
have been given ; here as elsewhere there is
too little said of the states besides Athens
and Sparta. This is a common fault in the
teaching of Greek history, and it is one
that could easily have been avoided in an
introductory sketch of this kind. Another
point which is not quite sufficiently ex-
plained is that of serfdom. There are a few
pages devoted to a discussion of slavery in
connection with the Athenian democracy,
but there is no reference to the very
general prevalence of agrarian serfdom in
the earlier state of society; but the most
serious fault is in connection with a kindred
subject.

Mr. Fowler devotes a whole chapter to
the genesis of the city-state, in which he

uses the latest researches and speculations
on the development of society. Referring
chiefly to Attic history, he traces the growth
of the city-state from the village com-
munity. He begins by giving a description
of the village community drawn chiefly
from Teutonic and Slavonic institutions;
then, referring to a well-known passage of
Aristotle, he shows that the 7roXts was pre-
ceded by a period when men lived Kara
Kw/xas, and finally appears to identify with
the hypothetical village community not only
the Greek Kw/xai but also the <f>pa.Tpiai and
yevrj, and describes them repeatedly as village
communities. In so doing it is clear that
he has confounded two perfectly distinct
forms of society. Readers of Mr. Seebohm's
work will remember the contrast he makes
between the village community of Teutonic
England and the tribal or class community
of Celtic lands ; in the latter the tie is one
of kindred, real or fictitious : in the former
there is no discernible kinship, but there is
the tie of propinquity, of common cultiva-
tion, and perhaps of common ownership ;
in the tribal community, government is
generally by a king or chief : in the village
by a council. Now if anything in this
region of research is clear, it is that the
Greek yevrj and (pparpiai are similar to the
tribes and clans of the Celts, and not to
the villages of the Russians and English ;
the distinction is recognized in all works on
the subject, and nothing but irretrievable
confusion can result from ignoring it. How
far the confusion may lead is shown by Mr.
Fowler himself. Having committed himself
to the statement that the ytvq were the
remnants of old village communities he is
compelled to obscure the real importance
of the reforms of Cleisthenes, which lay of
course in the substitution of local organi-
zation for the older organization which
depended entirely on descent, and he misses
the explanations of many of the chief
characteristics of the Greek 7roA.is which
came from the fact that in it survives the
old union of the tribe or tribes. In
Athens it is clear we have two quite
separate organizations : that of the yivrj,
<t>parpiai and <f>v\ai, which are purely genea-
logical, and that of the Srjjxoi, KCO/XCU, iroAeis,
which are local; the relation of the two
is obscure, but it is of the greatest impor-
tance to avoid speaking of the two as
though they were identical—as he does.
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In the latter part of the book some im-
provement might be made in the arrange-
ment. I t would have been better to have
completed the account of the independent
life of the Greek cities before passing on to
Rome; it is confusing to find a discussion
on Demosthenes and the fall of Athens, and
even on the Confederacy of Delos following
an account of the Roman constitution of
the second century. The short sketch of
the way in which the Empire absorbed the

old city communities will be very useful,
though perhaps it might have been with
advantage slightly expanded.

These defects do not materially detract
from the value of a book which will have a
most stimulating effect on the teaching of
ancient history, and which ought to become
familiar to every schoolboy and under-
graduate.

J. W. HEADLAM.

FISCHER ON THE PERIPLUS OF HANNO.

De Hannonis Carthaginiensis periplo, scripsit
CURTIUS THEODOBUS FISCHER. Leipzig :
Teubner. 1893. Pp. iv. 134. 8vo. 3 Mk.

THE author makes a great display of his
reading, and quotes books by the dozen on
the slightest provocation ; the result being
that his work is more of a treatise on the
literature of his subject than a treatise on
the subject itself. In fact, he hardly says

more of Hanno and the Periplus than
Bunbury says in one short chapter: Hist,
of Anc. Geogr. vol. i. pp. 318—335.

His opinion is that Hanno made the
voyage a little before 450 B.C., and got as
far south as Cape Palmas—NOTOU Ktpas.
He identifies 'Eawepov K€pas with Cape
Verde; and puts ®e£>v oxVC"1 n e a r Cape
Mesurado, and Kipm] between Capes Juby
and Bojador. C. T.

RAMSAY'S THE CHURCH AND THE ROMAN EMPIRE.

The Churqh and the Roman Empire before
A.D. 170, by W. M. RAMSAY, M.A.,
Professor of Humanity in the University
of Aberdeen. Hodder & Stoughton, 1893.
12s.

PROFESSOR RAMSAY'S work may be read as a
many-sided protest against the separation of
classical from later literature, of geography
from history, and of secular from ecclesias-
tical history by scholars of the last genera-
tion. Thus he sees in St. Paul 'the first
true successor of Aristotle,' tells us that
Hadrian's work was only taken up by
Constantine, and recognizes that the mission
of the Empire was to level the barriers of
ancient prejudice kept up by men like
Tacitus and Juvenal, and to prepare the
world for the universalism which it was not
strong enough to carry out without the help
of Christianity. His thesis is that of
Prudentius—that the Christian Church was
the natural crown of Roman history.

The book is best described as a series of
chapters on the early history of Christianity,
chiefly in Asia Minor. I t makes no claim

to be a continuous history, and indeed is
rather a conglomerate. The writer begins
with St. Paul's journeys in Asia, minutely
discussing their geography, and maintaining
in opposition to Bishop Lightfoot that the
Epistle to the Galatians was not written to
the Gauls of northern Galatia, but to the
churches of Antioch, Iconium and Lystra
in the southern part of the province of
Galatia. He holds that the narrative of the
Acts is founded on or even incorporates an
account written under the immediate in-
fluence of St. Paul himself, and that the
variations of Codex D sometimes preserve
the local traditions of Asia, whereas they
are mere guesswork as regards Europe.
This last fact may be a solid contribution to
the obscure and complicated problem of the
origin of the Western text.

The general subject of the second part is
the relations of the Empire and the Church.
The rescript of Trajan is taken as a starting-
point, but by no means as the inauguration
of a new policy. I t was already a settled
thing that Christianity was as much a crime
as brigandage, and that punishment directly


